

Serra Mesa Planning Group

Minutes for Meeting of Thursday, 21 January 2010
at Salvation Army Door of Hope
2799 Health Center Drive in Birdland

The meeting called to order at 7 pm by Chair Doug.
Present: Doug, Al, James, Brad, Brian, Dicken, Barbara, Bob, Duane
Absent: Mike, Eric, Tom

Agenda reviewed.

Community Forum & Announcements-no response

Community Planner Brian S-Long range planning is needed. With the recent rains mud started sliding into the tunnel under Friars Road. For info on the Mission Valley community plan update visit the city’s website. The city is seeking reps from adjacent areas for a stakeholder’s committee. March 1 is the deadline to apply. The meetings will be open to the public.
Doug-Agendas are sent out by email, visit serramesa.org to sign up.

Brian S-The Mission Valley golf course Riverwalk plan amendment is being revised concurrent with the MV plan update. The original plan was to develop most of the land. The update retains the golf course. It must go through the review process then a community plan amendment.

Brian S-The Phyllis Place connection studies include environmental documents by consultants. We’ll know in a few months what the level of impact will be and what level of environmental review is needed.

Stephanie Gioia, Supervisor Ron Roberts office   There will be a health expo for seniors featuring self defense & finance. This was requested after the community learned of older adults being hassled. It’s free. Fairy Tale Mesa had its grand opening at the Serra Mesa – Kearny Mesa Library. It’s for pre-schoolers and funded by the First 5 initiative. The installation is interactive, hands-on for kids.
.
Cindy Moore-The lawsuit to shrink Palladium resulted in greater setbacks, fewer units, money for traffic studies, and expenses reimbursed. This sets a precedent for other projects along Aero Drive.

James Feinberg-Elections are scheduled for March. Candidates need to declare at the February meeting. You can be nominated by someone else or yourself. Up for election this year is Mike representing Cubberly, Duane-Angiers, Tom-Cubberly, Barbara-Fletcher, Al-Jones and Brad-Juarez.  Al and Duane noted that they will not be running for re-election.  

Doug-It’s time to recognize certain people in the audience. We have Carl Demas, president of the Serra Mesa Community Council; Lori Zapf, a candidate for District 6 Council seat.

Stephanie Gioia-Juvenile Hall, Probation and the courts (now under the state) have patrons parking on street. Public Safety Group looked at the site and parking. Conclusions will take some time. In the short term assigned staff are to observe how the parking lots are being used. 
Barbara Ryan, Rady Children’s Hospital-We’re basically at the same place as last meeting. The hospitals & medical centers each agreed to contribute $300k. The hold up is with the city traffic department. It’s a question of who will do the work.  The hospitals have met with the mayor to expedite the process. The hospitals are poised to move forward with the money we have now. We’re willing to work with elected officials to get state & federal transportation dollars.
Barbara-We want to work with you. Let me know and I’ll bug them. As long as they park & carpool, they might as well carpool from the armory. Call me when you see hospital staff or construction parking in your neighborhood.

Doug-The Planning Group Public Finance subcommittee stumbled.

Chris Riley, Cascade Gardens HOA President-We’ve been leaning towards going with a parking district north of Mesa College Drive.  Citizens Advisory Board had not heard of parking issues. There are only two exit points for 500 apartments and condos. If a lane is removed at Annrae, it will result in a long backup. 

Salvation Army and the Door of Hope Project      Richard Chalk, In ’06 a CUP was approved to replace several older building with a new, three to four story building.  We now want to change the plan, replacing the proposed larger building with smaller, one and two story buildings. 
Mike Madelon,architect:  Currently the NE corner has been demolished. Long-term planning revised the 4-story plan. Buildings of 2 stories have a more residential feeling to them. The first phase will be the NE corner consisting of 3 buildings for up to 4 families around a tot lot. Two-story buildings will be in clusters. The administrative offices & open space will stay about the same. The exterior view of the new buildings is rustic, giving a residential feel. The focus of the cluster will be on the courtyard. 
Mike-The change will be from 40 to 47 units. Most will be 1 & 2-bedroom units. Most of the clients use the city bus.
Richard-Affordable housing does not have to look institutional.
Mike-A HUD product can be better than what we’re used to seeing. The siding will be cement fiber assembled to resemble planks.
The SCR is a Process 1. Contractor parking will use available space. We anticipate there will be room enough to keep all construction activities on site. Construction is expected to start in June. Phase 1 is expected to take nine months. Phase 2 is undergoing fund raising. That is also expected to take 9 months once the money is available.
Bob moved to approve project, Brad seconded.  Vote: For-5, Against 4, Motion passed.

Medical Marijuana Task Force    Pastor Wayne Riggs of the Task Force gave us a presentation on the recommendation of the Task Force.  The task force was brought about as a result of a proliferation of medical marijuana dispensaries in the areas.   State guidelines say the dispensaries must be non-profit. The major problem is the needy need to have safe access. Many conditions can be relieved by cannabis in a way that is safer than chemicals.  The onus of coming up with a balanced plan was placed on the task force. Wayne expressed that the guidelines are meant to stop proliferation, particularly of illegal dispensaries where crime seems to breed. 
Duane moved to approve the recommendations of the Task Force, and Bob seconded.
Vote: approve 8, deny 1, motion passed.

Meeting adjourned at 9:04 pm.
