Serra Mesa Planning Group

Post Office Box 23315 San Diego, CA 92193

Minutes of Serra Mesa Planning Group Regular Meeting.

Thursday July 17, 2009

Serra Mesa/Kearny Mesa Library East Patio, 9005 Aero Dr.

Meeting called to order at 7:00 by Doug Wescott, chair, held on the east patio of the Serra Mesa library. Present: Doug, Al, Brad, Mike, Barbara, Dicken & Brian P. Eric & James showed up late.

Brian Schoenfisch passed around a flier about the Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony of the pedestrian tunnel under Friars Road by Costco (mini park) 29 July @ 2 p.m.

Carl talked about bids for Wegeforth Elementary joint use improvements. Plans are shown as the centerfold of this month’s Serra Mesa Observer.

Brian S reviewed streetscape plans for Aero Drive west of Sandrock. 10 comments from emails were in the packet handed around. Please, review the comments & make your own observations, then email them to Brian. Info was given at this meeting. Action to be postponed until the final draft comes out in Sept. The last comments in the handout are from meetings. 

Doug - Do you suppose it’s possible to redraw the streetscape boundary to take into account Serra Mesa wants a different northern boundary (the middle of Montgomery Field?)

Brian - Boundary changes involve an environmental development report and change depends on a negative dec.

Cindy - It seems there is a case of boundary change because staff wanted it.

Brian - There is a lawsuit still pending in that case. Perhaps Serra Mesa should create a draft plan & put it on the shelf for future use.

Doug - Perhaps a joint committee could be formed with Kearney Mesa. They have just one member who’s a resident. The joint committee could be half residents & half business.

Brian - City survey crew would be involved. The original survey data reviewed may save staff involvement & expense.

Doug - Stonecrest is an example of a beautiful development owned by one person who created special assessment district (SAD) for street maintenance & landscaping.

Brian - City staff provide info on SAD and provide control of the money & contractors.

Marco - Quarry Falls is going to have a maintenance assessment district (MAD). By mail-in ballot voters decide additional taxes to be used locally.

Brian - Trees & other median improvements can be funded by SAD or MAD. Generally these funds generate interest. The interest or/and principal can be used for improvements or/and maintenance.

Brian P - What about bike lanes as part of the streetscape?

Brian S - They can be made by restriping the street or a separate path set off by a physical barrier. Tree canopy provides shade & has a calming visual affect.

Brian P - Could there be something other than eucalyptus? I don’t want tree branches falling in the bike or jogging paths.

Brian S - That can be taken into account when selecting trees for the streetscape.

Cindy - The Palladium hearing is tomorrow. The judge is going to “grant five days leave to amend to file the amended petition adding plaintiffs...” The motion to dismiss the lawsuit rendered moot. Sierra Mesans for Responsible Planning (SMRP) added to the case. Anybody can belong to SMRP. Attorney payment is due Monday in the amount of $7000. Palladium’s lawyer has sent letters that sounded threatening, probably as an intimidation tactic. Reduce Palladium lives!

Doug - SMRP met last Sunday for a discussion & came up with a proposal to knock off the 4th story around outside. This plan would get rid of 40 units instead of 100 in an earlier proposal. They are also pushing for a setback like Gamma Scientific. Paladium’s letter sounded threatening. Westcore using the city of villages concept has constructed infill. They’re concerned & strong on where they stand.

James - The height is in a sweet spot of the 73 feet limit.

Doug - More density would require an EIR.

Dicken - The proposed development would impact our of immediate area.

Doug - There have been no changes from them on 4 main points. They are represented by a national law firm. The lawsuit has been a learning experience. Like learning how to find other technicalities for next time a developer decides to invade our little community.

Doug - Meeting adjourned @ 7:46 pm.
BMS July 30, 2009
