



Serra Mesa Planning Group
Meeting Minutes for 18 February 2010
Serra Mesa - Kearny Mesa Library Community Room

Present: Brian, Tom, Duane, Doug, Eric, Bob, Barbara, Brad, Mike and Al; James late.
Absent: Dicken
Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm by Chair Doug

Doug suggested adding an agenda item, Janay Kruger with a letter of support for federal funds for the Friars Road/SR163 Interchange project to Senator Barbara Boxer. There was no opposition to the agenda modification.

Minutes-Brad suggested an amendment to the November minutes. Bob moved to accept the minutes as amended and Barbara seconded. The vote was 9 for, 0 against and 1 abstention. Duane moved to approve the January minutes and Bob seconded. The vote was 8 for, 0 against and 2 abstained.

Public Announcements-Monica Fuentes informed us that Friends of Ruffin Canyon cleanup will be March 6 at Taft Middle School.
Tom Wright announced that the Neighborhood Watch is now on its own with no city support.
Brian Peterson brought up issue of cars being parked on the street in Birdland to advertise they are for sale, and that doing so is disrupting traffic, creating a blind intersection at Cardinal and Mockingbird.  Discussion of possible solutions followed, including painting the curbs red, create No Parking for that whole block. School buses going through the intersection are added to mix. limit hours of parking.  Make it a two hour limit for parking. 
Kristen Camper-Council Member Frye’s office needs to get a feel of what people want, then give the traffic engineer a route slip. How fast they move depends what else is going on. 
Kristen-Response to paint a red curb can be back in 30 days. 
Brian Peterson-There should be at least 40 feet of red curb.

Legislative Aids – No updates

Janay Kruger, representing Sudberry Properties, requested we send a letter of support for the Friars Road/SR163 Interchange project, addressed to Senator Boxer, to Mayor Sanders’ office.  After some discussion on a sample letter provided by Ms. Kruger, a motion to draft and send letter with changes was made by Tom, seconded by Bob. The motion was approved, 10 for, 0 against and 1 abstained.

Rita Glick, Serra Mesa – Kearny Mesa Library Librarian, gave a presentation on library resources. Libraries are different today, with many resources available, on it’s computers as well as in house, almost all available for free.  She also announced that, for better sound in the Community Room, double-cell shades would cost $7500. With the city budget problems, all libraries will be closed on Mondays beginning soon. Our branch will remain open on Sundays from 1 to 5, due to generous donations from supporters.  With cutbacks, the support of the Friends of the San Diego Library is even more critical.  They provide a book allowance for the library.  The Community Room is available for use by groups.  Nonprofit organizations can have free use. All others must pay a reasonable fee.

James spoke about the Planning Group election process.  
Mike and Brad are running again. Duane and Al are stepping down, leaving two open positions. Barbara thinks she has termed out. James had the following interested candidates introduce themselves.
Mark Larsen-I’m interested in running, but I’ve not met the attendance criteria.

George Brownyard introduced himself:  “I’ve lived in the area for 42 years. Since I’m now retired, I want to become more active in the community. I’ve been active on national boards. Now I want to stay home and be active here. I’m willing to wait if I don’t meet the criteria.”

Matt Hendry introduce himself:  “I’ve lived six years on Ruffin Road. I got involved because of Shrink Palladium. We moved from Florida 10 years ago. Unfortunately I have surgery scheduled the same date as the next meeting.”

Sam Safino introduced himself: “I’m a civil engineer, retired. I’ve lived here for eight years. Previously I served on the Scripps Ranch Planning Group. I understand the city process and topics. I hope to bring my professional background to serve the community.”
Elections will be held next month.

Doug suggested the current policy of trying to get Planning Group representation from each of the six elementary school areas, doesn’t work well.  Some neighborhoods get left out by focusing on school areas.  Working to gain representatives from Mission Village, Abbots Hill, Birdland, Ruffin Road, Hye Park, for examples, might gain more candidates and better representation.  


Cindy Moore - Everyone is invited to attend the Community Council meetings. The Community Council works hand-in-hand with the Planning Group. Additional funds may become available for projects. The Community Council meets next Wednesday here at the library.  The Community Council can do things Planning Groups can’t.

Doug introduced Kelli Miller, M.Ed, School Liaison MCAS Miramar/CP&LO.  She is the NCAS liaison working with schools. The base has an impact on the local community. She is a civilian.

Doug reported on the latest CPC meeting.  The CPC is very concerned about the recent opinion from the city attorney’s office regarding the reason planning groups exist.
 
Tom Wright-I went to a meeting with the police. They are reporting criminals grab laptops in display windows. Be ware of people selling I-phones It may be a ripoff. 

Barbara Ryan reported the hospitals heard back from the city traffic department. The hospitals will start with what they have in the way of funds, and start with the changes to the Mesa College Dr/Kearny Villa Rd/I-805 intersections. Also, work will be done on the Mesa College Dr/Frost St/Annrae intersection.  As planned we have to eliminate one lane of traffic from Annrae. The hospitals will manage the project.
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:36 pm.

