Serra Mesa Planning Group
Post Office Box 23315    San Diego, CA 92193

Minutes of Serra Mesa Planning Group Regular Meeting.

Thursday, July 15, 2010

Door of Hope, Salvation Army of San Diego, 2799 Health Center Drive

Meeting Call to order by Chair Doug Wescott at 7:01pm

Roll Call:  Members in attendance; Doug Wescott (Chair), Sam Safino, Brian Peterson, Mike Marion, Mark Larsen, Bob McDowell, James Feinberg, Matt Hendry

Absent:  Dicken Hall, Eric Jimerson, Brad Savall, Tom Wright

Community Forum / Announcements:  
1) Barbara Ryan from Rady Children’s Hospital announced a new stoplight at Berger Ave and Mesa College Drive was in and operating, and the ‘pork chop’ divider on Berger had been removed.  An emergency SB entrance to Berger Ave has been cut into the Mesa College Dr island, allowing emergency vehicles quicker access to Rady Children’s Hospital.  The City continues to study allowing a right turn from the center lane at NB Health Center Dr. at Mesa College Dr, and adding a second WB left turn from Kearny Villa Rd to SB I-805.  

There was further discussion on other possibilities for traffic and parking improvement in the Hospital District, Birdland, and Cabrillo Springs neighborhoods.

Legislative Aides Community Planner:
Steve Hadley from Councilmember Donna Frye’s office announced that Kristin Camper had accepted a position with MCAS Miramar, and would be leaving affective August 2.  Kristin has been with Councilmember Frye’s office for five years.  Steve will be attending our future meeting in her place.  

Kristin announced that she has been talking with Scott Reese regarding moving $1.1 million back from the Hickman Field project in Kearny Mesa to the Serra Mesa account, where it would be used to complete the dual use projects at Wegeforth and Angier Elementary schools.  

Brian Schoenfisch reminded us he has an ongoing conflict with our meeting and that in Rancho Bernardo, and so would not be at our meetings unless specifically requested.  He also announced the Mission Valley Community Plan Update had been suspended due to the budgetary crisis in the City.  Updating the Plan is budgeted at $1.2 million, with another $1 million for the EIR. 

He also announced that Lesley Hennegar would be putting together a committee to choose a company to produce the Serra Mesa Community Plan Amendement allowing the construction of the Phyllis Place road connection to Mission Valley.  

He announced a new Parks and Recreation Council for Mission Valley.

Agenda Items:

County of San Diego, Juvenile Court Complex New Parking Lot Addition Project,  Information Item
Eric Mitchell, Project Manager with the Dept. of General Services, gave a presentation on the proposed new parking lot.  This will create an additional 265 free parking spaces, for employees only.  In turn, 265 parking spaces in the large existing lot directly behind the Juvenile Court will be opened up for public parking.  In turn, this will take approximately 265 cars off street parking in the Birdland neighborhood.

Lighting and construction will both be accomplished with the neighboring Avalon at Mission Ridge apartment residents in mind.

A thorough traffic study will be performed, including whether the exit could be moved to the end of Starling, instead of the current planned location, on Meadow Lark south of Starling.

Sharp Hospital Complex, Torrey Pine Heritage Tree Nomination, Action Item

Sharp Hospital has a 50+ year old Torrey Pine tree near the entrance to the Outpatient Pavilion, which could be nominated as a City of San Diego Heritage Tree, the first in Serra Mesa.  After some discussion, James made a motion to encourage and support this nomination, seconded by Sam.  It passed unanimously, 8-0-0.  

Public Facilities Plan Discussion

With Brian’s help, a discussion of the Serra Mesa Public Facilities Plan was had.  It was suggested that we create a report once a year, before the City sets the budget for the following year, detailing our progress and priorities for public facilities in Serra Mesa.  This would list short-term and long-term priorities, and would be a valuable exercise for the Planning Group and very helpful to the City.  County regional grants could be applied for, too, according to Stephanie Gioia.

A motion was made by James to create a Public Facilities Subcommitte, seconded by Matt.  This motion passed, and Doug and James and Matt agreed to be on the subcommittee, as did Barbara Ryan.

Additional Items:

Rady Children’s Hospital:

Barbara Ryan announce that Rady Children’s Hospital would like to arrange a special tour of the new Acute Care Pavilion for Planning Group and Community Council members, and suggested the date of September 25.  

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned by Doug Wescott at 8:50 PM.
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