Franklin Ridge Road Connection to Phyllis Place Update & Input Needed

An Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is being prepared for a Serra Mesa Community Plan amendment to allow a four lane Franklin Ridge Road extension from Mission Valley (Civita project) to Phyllis Place (across from San Diego First Assembly) in Serra Mesa. Six acres of the Civita development are located in Serra Mesa. See map posted on at www.serramesa.org for location. The EIR, required by the state, evaluates environmental impacts, including traffic, air quality, neighborhood character, etc. The City hired consultants to conduct the studies and prepare the EIR. A draft EIR is expected, possibly in late summer or fall.
Facts:

· San Diego City Council denied the road connection in 2005.

· Civita development located in Mission Valley is already being built. It consists of 4,780 residential units and 900,000 s.f. of commercial/retail/office. The six acres within the Serra Mesa boundary are located across from San Diego First Assembly.
· Kaplan Drive emergency access road (west of 805 off Phyllis Place Road and Ainsley Road) is included in the Civita development and will be built with or without the road connection.

· Bicycle and pedestrian pathways are included in the Civita development and are shown connecting from the development to Phyllis Place and will be built with or without the road connection.

· Closest residential is Senior housing at San Diego First Assembly.

· A 1.3 acre linear park is planned along Phyllis Place at the top of the hill overlooking Civita.  The proposed road will split the park.
· If road connection approved, possibility of removal of separate bike lanes (Class II) on the Murray Ridge bridge; result of Caltrans requirement, based on 2008 Quarry Falls (Civita) EIR which shows additional traffic on bridge.
· Grade of the road connection would be steep similar to Texas Street.

Process for deciding whether the Franklin Ridge Road connection will be built: 

· After completion of the draft EIR the public (individuals and entities) have 45 days to make comments.

· Serra Mesa Planning Group, at a noticed meeting, can decide to make a recommendation to support or oppose the road connection. 

· City staff prepares a report - responding to all comments and makes their recommendation.

· City Planning Commission hears item at a noticed meeting and votes on their recommendation to City Council.

· San Diego City Council hears item at a noticed meeting and makes final decision.

Community input via email, written, or verbal is accepted for any noticed meeting. To be added to the SMPG email list, go to http://www.serramesa.org . To be added to the City’s mailing list for this project, contact the Project Manager, Helen Deisher, HDeisher@sandiego.gov , 619-446-5223. For information on the Environmental Review Process, go to http://www.sandiego.gov/development-services/community.shtml, Information Bulletin 401 (excellent summary of the process and requirements).

Serra Mesa Community Council Role:

· Update web site regularly as information becomes available.

· Send out email notices of meetings.

· If deemed necessary, hire professional(s) to evaluate draft EIR.

· Conduct at least one community meeting for input.

· After reviewing community input and (if used) assessment by professional(s), consider taking a position.

· Present position (if taken) with justifications to Planning Commission and City Council.

Survey on the reverse side:

We urge you to read the articles expressing differing viewpoints in the May-June Observer (available online at www.serramesa.org), review the other materials at serramesa.org, and fill out the survey on the back side of this page, which is also available at serramesa.org. Mail the survey to SMCC Survey, P.O. Box 23315, San Diego, CA 92193 or fill out the survey at serramesa.org.
